[Catecholamine and renin-angiotensin system in blood pressure control in patients with liver cirrhosis].
The changes induced by active tilting in arterial pressure, plasma renin activity, norepinephrine and its precursors phenylalanine and tyrosine were evaluated in 8 patients with liver cirrhosis and 6 healthy controls. The results suggest the inability of the adrenergic system, though hyperstimulated, to maintain arterial pressure homeostasis in cirrhosis with a compensatory hyperactive renin-angiotensin system. Derangements in catecholamine synthesis, possibly due to altered utilisation of precursors to alternative final products (weak neurotransmitters?) can be taken into account.